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Geographical Literature and Maps 845 

years are an eloquent witness of the difficulties of the region: a luxuriant vege- 
tation in the lower valleys, lack of trails and low passes, inability to use ani- 
mals for transport and lack of human porterage, — all of whieh turned the tide 
of sport and exploration to the higher peaks and open, lake-studded valleys of 
the Canadian Rockies with their Indian trails and possible animal transport. 
A reader acquainted with the Selkirks marvels at Mr. Palmer 's accomplishments 
upon a commissariat limited to the backs of himself and his companions. 

The first portion of the book deals with the region of Rogers Pass and 
south of it for twenty miles. It is a "continuous performance" over ice and 
rock with vegetation only in the depths of the Geikie and Battle Creek valleys. 
In this district Mr. Palmer not only accomplished everything that his predeces- 
sors did, both in mountain climbing and geographical exploration, but he pene- 
trated to the hitherto unvisited foot of the Battle Creek Range and the summit 
of Grand Mountain, leaving no high virgin peak behind. 

The second portion of the book, comprising about two-thirds of the whole, 
deals with the exploration and mapping of the hitherto practically unknown dis- 
tricts north of Rogers Pass within the Great Bend of the Columbia River. Here 
Mt. Sir Sanford, the highest peak in the Selkirks (11,596 feet), is the point of 
attack, and the immediate region surrounding it is most thoroughly described. 
The six attempts to reach its summit rival in exciting interest Whymper's 
similar attempts on the Matterhorn, fortunately with equal success and without 
his tragedy. 

Geographically Mr. Palmer has here shown to the world an absolutely un- 
known region and, the physical difficulties of the situation considered, has 
placed himself among the explorers of first rank, while the numerous appen- 
dices, among them his topographical surveys, observations of glacial movements, 
and meteorological records, show how much excellent work can be done by a 
careful and conscientious unprofessional observer and recorder. 

The work is so profusely illustrated that it is possible for an interested 
reader — even one unacquainted with the region — by a constant comparison of 
text, map and illustrations to follow the expedition visually. As a guide book 
to the Selkirk region it cannot be surpassed. As a complete history of ex- 
ploration in that region it leaves nothing to be desired. C. S. Thompson. 
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It is unusual that a man in his 92nd year should be able to write his recol- 
lections of a long public life. A medical man, Sir Charles Tupper, after twelve 
years of professional practice, graduated into the larger sphere of public life. 
These "Recollections" begin with his address at the Mechanic's Institute of 
St. John, N. B., "On the Political Condition of North America," in 1860, 
and close with a selection of letters of congratulation written to him on his 
taking up the premiership of Canada in 1896. This story of his public life is 
inseparably bound up with the political, industrial, and educational develop- 
ment of Canada during this period. It records the struggle for religious 
equality before the law, for the confederation of the Maritime Provinces, of 
the whole of Canada, of the entire British Empire. His memories of the ris- 
ing of Louis Riel, of the founding and upbuilding of the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad, and of the Fisheries Question between this country and Canada are 
worthy of note. Throughout is discernible the breadth of view of a public 
man of the widest experience. The work abounds in letters of men of note 
concerning public affairs affecting Canada and this country, and so will be 
valuable to the historian of this period. David H. Buel. 
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Geschichte Siidamerikas. "Von Hermann Lufft. Sammlung Gosehen. I: 
Das spanische Siidamerika (Chile, Argentinien und die kleineren Staaten). 
136 pp. Index. II: Das portugiesisehe Siidamerika (Brasilien). 140 
pp. Index. G. J. Gosehen, Berlin & Leipzig, 1913. 90 pfg. each. 
ey 2 x 4%. 
A very brilliant picture of South America past and present. There is a 



